
 

 
Our ancestors viewed the earth as rich and bountiful, 
which it is. Many people in the past also saw nature as 
inexhaustibly sustainable, which we know is the case 
only if we care for it. It is not difficult to forgive 
destruction in the past that resulted from ignorance. 
Today, however, we have access to more information, 
and it is essential that we re-examine ethically what we 
have inherited, what we are responsible for, and what 
we will pass on to coming generations. 
 
Just as we should cultivate gentle and peaceful 
relations with our fellow human beings, we should also 
extend that same kind of attitude towards the natural 
environment. Morally speaking, we should be 
concerned for our whole environment 
 
When the climate changes dramatically, the economy 
and many other things change. Our physical health will 
be greatly affected. Again, conservation is not merely a 
question of morality, but a question of our own 
survival. 
 
Therefore, in order to achieve more effective 
environmental protection and conservation, internal 
balance within the human being himself or herself is 
essential. The negligence of the environment, which 
has resulted in great harm to the human community, 
resulted from our ignorance of the very special 
importance of the environment. 
 
His Holiness, The Dalai Lama of Tibet 

 
 


